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ICT and literature 

There’s a link 

Jeni Mawter explains how a new virtual classroom 

that connects literary professionals with schools is 

helping teachers to improve student outcomes.

Information and communication technol-
ogy (ICT) provides teachers with a tool to 
engage students and improve performance 
and learning outcomes, but to consolidate 
digital infrastructure and build communica-
tion and collaboration, teachers and school 
leaders require access to rich online profes-
sional learning resources and workshops. 

In an extensive study conducted in 
2007 for the New Zealand Department of 
Education, Helen Timperley and colleagues 
noted that in order to progress ICT profes-
sional learning for educators, partnerships 
need to be formed in a professional learning 

marketplace so that external expertise can 
bring in new perspectives and understand-
ings for teaching. It was with this in mind 
that Literature Live! evolved, so that authors 
and illustrators can share their skills and 
knowledge by providing new understand-
ings of creative approaches to literature and 
literacy.

Literature Live! was formed in 2010 by 
five children’s literary professionals: illus-
trator Nina Rycroft and authors Susanne 
Gervay, Jeni Mawter, Laurine Croasdale 
and Aleesah Darlison. It’s a new and inno-
vative concept presenting dynamic, crea-

tive writing and illustration workshops 
to schools across Australia through vide-
oconferencing and interactive whiteboards 
(IWBs). 

In support of such an approach, 
the Western Australian Department of 
Education (DET) points out that vide-
oconferencing offers various curriculum 
benefits. According to the DET website, 
‘Communication is a key learning skill and 
students using videoconferencing can gain 
opportunities for higher level thinking via 
live face-to-face interaction with peers, 
tutors or experts from around the world.’ 
The New South Wales DET Curriculum 
Support website likewise states that, 
‘Videoconferencing is a powerful tech-
nology that can bring the world into the 
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classroom engaging students in real-world, 
meaningful learning.’ 

In their exploration of the pedagogy 
of IWBs between 2005 and 2006, Sandy 
Schuck and Matthew Kearney cited studies 
that show IWBs support whole-class teach-
ing and assisted classroom flexibility and 
efficiency, as well as motivating students. 
Their own study expanded on the benefits, 
of IWBs, finding that:

• IWBs increased the engagement of 
learners with special needs

• IWBs led to improvements in lesson 
authenticity

• IWBs provided a bridge to the digital 
world, especially for educators hesitant 
about using ICTs, and

• IWBs realised the elements of con-
nectedness, inclusivity, and engagement, 
which are part of the Quality Teaching 
Framework.

 Of note, Schuck and Kearney also found 
that students would like to ‘talk to writers’ 
more via videoconferencing. 

As Jane Hunter and Sue Beveridge pointed 
out in 2008 in their analysis of connected 
classrooms and videoconferencing, the NSW 
government, in its Interactive Classrooms 
Project in the Connected Classrooms 
Program, will this year have installed 2,200 
interactive classrooms in NSW DET schools 
using an IWB and videoconferencing kit 
and data collaboration software. Through 
the Dubbo-based Connections, the DET’s 
unit that provides and coordinates video-
conferencing, NSW DET schools can enter 
the virtual classroom, while organisations 
such as Polycom, an international corpo-
rate videoconferencing equipment provider, 
are equipping independent and Catholic 
schools around Australia, New Zealand 
and the world. Through Polycom, educa-
tors can access their Collaborations Around 
the Planet (CAPspace) directory to search, 
identify and request participation in special 
projects, classes and workshops that are 
shared worldwide. 

Literature Live! held its official launch 
festival through Connections in Dubbo in 
February 2011, reaching schools throughout 

metropolitan and regional NSW through 
three TV shows screening to more 60 
schools. While Literature Live! originated 
in support of the Interactive Classrooms 
Project of the NSW DET and with assistance 
from Copyright Agency Limited, it’s since 
expanded, with presenters now tailoring 
their workshops to meet national and inter-
national school curriculum requirements 
through their association with Polycom. 

what is Literature Live!?
Using a variety of formats such as author 
talks, workshops, book launches, reviews 
and book trailers, Literature Live! brings 
the skills and knowledge of industry profes-
sionals into the virtual classroom on a larger 
scale than the traditional model of author 
or illustrator visits to schools. Students can 
be reached in schools throughout metro-
politan and regional Australia, including 
remote areas that have long been neglected. 
Underprivileged schools, including those 
in remote areas, especially those serving 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, 
have much to gain. 

Students learn about story, writing and 
illustration in a fun, interactive way. ‘Virtual 
excursions’ offer excellent value for money, 
with hands-on exercises, a fresh innovative 
approach to the curriculum and follow-up 
activities. Workshops include creating cool, 
kooky characters, writing narrative and per-
suasive texts, finding ideas and making sto-
ries, how to hook your reader, creating and 
developing a picture book story, how to fix 
a broken story, and much more.

what can Literature Live! offer your 
school?
Literature Live! increases students’ aware-
ness of literacy and literature, and provides 
the missing link between creators and their 
books, in a global learning community. 
Between them, the Literature Live! present-
ers have published more than 65 books in 
both fiction and education, including pic-
ture books, early readers, junior fiction, and 
young adult fiction. They bring with them a 
wealth of writing experience in poetry, verse 

narrative, fiction and non-fiction, academic 
writing, and writing for performance. All 
presenters have worked extensively with 
students and teachers from Kindergarten to 
Year 12 and are versed in curriculum and 
the National Assessment Program – Literacy 
and Numeracy. 

who’s behind Literature Live!?
The presenters are Jeni Mawter, Susanne 
Gervay, Nina Rycroft, Aleesah Darlison and 
Laurine Croasdale.

Jeni Mawter
Best-selling children’s author Jeni Mawter 
has a Master’s degree in Children’s 
Literature and has taught Creative Writing 
at Macquarie University and the Writing for 
Children Master’s degree at the University 
of Sydney, and has extensive experience in 
working with teachers and students. She 
has published picture books, junior fiction, 
young adult fiction, poetry, verse narra-
tive, writing for performance, non-fiction, 
reviews and journal articles. 

Susanne Gervay
Susanne Gervay has a Master’s degree in 
Education and a Master’s degree in Creative 
Writing, as well as appearing on the boards 
of the NSW Writers’ Centre, the Society 
of Book Writers’ and Illustrators, and the 
International Board of Books for Youth. She 
is also a reviewer, literary critic, essayist and 
editor.                      

Nina Rycroft 
Nina Rycroft is an illustrator who has won 
awards for Little Platypus, Boom Bah! No 

More Kisses and Now I Am Bigger. Ballroom 

Bonanza, inspired by her great-grandfather 
in-law, is a finalist in the 2010 CJ Picture 
Book Awards International Competition.                                 

Aleesah Darlison             
Aleesah Darlison writes picture books and 
novels for children and reviews for Sydney’s 
Sun Herald. She has won many awards for 
her writing including an Australian Society 
of Authors mentorship. Her stories have 
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appeared in the Short and Scary anthology 
and Chicken Soup for the Soul anthology, as 
well as in The School Magazine and Little 

Ears Magazine. Her picture book, Puggle’s 

Problem, and junior fiction series, Totally 

Twins, were published in 2010, with 2011 
seeing the release of an exciting new fantasy 
series, Unicorn Riders.              

Laurine Croasdale 
Laurine Croasdale is an award-winning 
author who has written fiction and non-
fiction for Penguin, Pan Macmillan, and 
ABC Books as well as television scripts for 
Hi5. She has reviewed books for ABC Radio 
and worked in publishing as an editor and 
consultant. 

the benefits of a Literature Live! 
virtual excursion
In order to increase ICT proficiency and 
professional development, teachers in 21st-
century learning spaces need to be able to 
access rich online learning resources via 
world-class technology systems. Literature 
Live! helps to do that by providing access 
to a rich literacy and literature learning 
resource. The Literature Live! experience 
increases teachers’ pedagogical understand-
ing and confidence, as well as giving them 
a tool to effectively deliver curriculum and 
improve their student’s learning outcomes. 

Students and teachers develop new and 
meaningful understandings of literacy and 
literature by communicating and collaborat-
ing in a safe environment that goes beyond 
the immediate classroom. Through vide-
oconferencing and IWBs, students develop 
relationships in the broader cultural com-
munity as they communicate and brain-
storm in creative and imaginative ways. 

ICT infrastructure is booming, but 
Australian resources are scarce. As a con-
tent provider, Literature Live! stands along-
side organisations such as the NASA Space 
Centre in Houston, QUESTACON, the 
Australian Museum, Reef HQ Aquarium, 
Fizzics Education and Kigluait Educational 
Adventures. 

There are more online educational 
resources for professional learning than you 
can poke a stick at; the difficulty for teach-
ers is navigating these materials to select the 
most suitable to enrich their own pedagogi-
cal repertoire. In their extensive literature 
study on the professional learning environ-
ment conducted for the NZ Department of 
Education, Timperley and co. stress that, 
in order for a professional learning com-
munity to be effective, ‘expertise external 
to the group brought new perspective and 
assisted in challenging prevailing dialogical 
norms.’ 

Teachers can have confidence that 
resources provided by the industry experts 
of Literature Live! through a partnership 
model will contribute to specific literacy 
and literature knowledge and skills that link 
to many subject areas in ways that can be 
integrated into their classrooms to support 
the curriculum.

When Pru Mitchell, Nancye Stanelis 
and John Travers mapped ICT-related pro-
fessional learning for the Commonwealth 
Department of Education, Employment and 
Workplace Relations, one criterion for qual-
ity ICT programs they identified was the 
development of professional learning teams 
to enable teachers to ‘cooperate, explore, 
review and critique instruction’ to improve 
student outcomes. They pointed out that in 
future these teams need to be ‘virtual, flexi-
ble, cross-curriculum or cross-institutional.’ 
Literature Live!, with its specialised content 
knowledge, can be a valuable member in 
your professional learning team. 

Best-selling children’s author Jeni Mawter 

has a Master’s degree in Children’s 

Literature and has taught Creative Writing 

at Macquarie University and Writing 

for Children for Master’s students at the 

University of Sydney. She has published 

picture books, junior fiction, young adult 

fiction, poetry, verse narrative, writing 

for performance, non-fiction, reviews and 

journal articles. She has extensive experi-

ence in working with teachers and students 

as a presenter for the Lateral Learning, 

Speaker’s Ink and Show & Tell speaker’s 

agencies.
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LINKS

For bookings for Literature Live!, visit 

www.literaturelive.net

For the Connections website, visit www.

dartconnections.org.au

For the CAPspace Directory, visit www.

polycom.com/education/PCATP


