
Humour and Critical Thinking in All Areas of the Curriculum 
 
It is essential that students learn to think in critical and creative ways using 
imagination, confidence, emotional and intellectual engagement as an underpinning 
for learning across all areas of the curriculum as well as to actively participate in 
society. Thinking involves inquiry, posing problems, acquiring and questioning 
information, thinking about possibilities, making decisions and forming judgments, 
justifying conclusions, reflecting on and refining ideas, seeing and valuing other 
perspectives, ethical reasoning, becoming aware of human existence, imagination and 
creativity, innovation and risk-taking. Being able to show and value enterprise and 
innovation, and being able to engage and respond to the world is crucial for human 
existence.  
In order to do this, students must develop an ability to use language effectively and to 
critically reflect on how language works. They must learn that language is used for a 
range of social purposes and varies from situation to situation. To become competent 
language users and learners, students must develop knowledge and understanding of 
different texts and how these are influenced by context (purpose, audience, channel of 
communication and content). Critically thinking about a broad range of spoken, 
written, graphic, and performance texts students will learn how language functions 
and how texts reflect and shape social attitudes and functions. They will also learn to 
perceive how texts position their audience to take a particular view of people and 
events, for example, to make a character likeable give them a sense of humour, to 
make them odious, take away their sense of humour. 

In our society issues based texts are valued more highly than humorous texts yet 
overall humorous texts have much greater complexity and variety and require more 
critical engagement. As such humorous texts are the perfect tool to develop functional 
and critical literacy skills in listening, viewing, reading, speaking and writing and in 
developing an understanding of how language works in different social and cultural 
contexts. Humorous texts have various levels of complexity so that as students move 
through the curriculum they can explore texts of increasing complexity and variety 
(from picture books to novels, plays, film, television programs, comics, graphics, to 
conversation).  
One bonus is that humorous texts are fun to study and thus they promote student 
enjoyment, interaction and collaboration in the classroom. The seeking and giving of 
enjoyment establishes and cements relationships.The flow-on is that students will 
learn how to productively interact with their peers, how to speak coherently and 
confidently in the classroom, to listen strategically, to comprehend, to write, to 
entertain and give pleasure. It would be hoped that being able to create a mental 
image of place, space, ideas and relationships students will be express their thoughts, 
values, feelings and ideas about their own creativity and the creative and artistic 
endeavours of others.  

Metacognition 
Leaning to think critically is not just about using language for a range of purposes it is 
also about learning to reflect and talk about how language is used. To this end 
students must learn metacognitive skills in planning, monitoring and evaluating their 
own thinking processes and strategies. They must also develop an awareness that they 
‘don’t know what they don’t know’ and have the flexibility to seek other perspectives 
and knowledge.  
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